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Affordable: means 
a) in the case of ownership housing, the least expensive of: 

1. housing for which the purchase price results in annual accommodation costs which do not exceed 30 percent of gross annual 
household income for low and moderate income households; or 

2. housing for which the purchase price is at least 10 percent below the average purchase price of a resale unit in the municipa lity; 
b)  in the case of rental housing, the least expensive of: 

1.  a unit for which the rent does not exceed 30 percent of gross annual household income for low and moderate income households;  
or 

2.  a unit for which the rent is at or below the average market rent of a unit in the municipality  
2 Strategic growth areas: means within settlement areas, nodes, corridors, and other areas that have been identified by municip alities to be the focus 
for accommodating intensification and higher density mixed uses in a more compact built form. They include  major transit station areas, existing and 
emerging downtowns, lands in close proximity to publicly-assisted postsecondary institutions and other areas where growth or development will be 
focused, that may include infill, redevelopment (e.g., underutilized shopping malls and plazas), brownfield sites, the expansion or conversion of existing 
buildings, or greyfields. Lands along major roads, arterials, or other areas with existing or planned frequent transit servic e or higher order transit 
corridors may also be identified as strategic growth areas.
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Major goods movement facilities and corridors: means transportation facilities, corridors and networks associated with the in ter- and intraprovincial 
movement of goods. Examples include: inter-modal facilities, ports, airports, rail facilities, truck terminals, freight corridors, freight facilities, and haul 

routes, primary transportation corridors used for the movement of goods and those identified in provincial transportation pla ns



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public service facilities: means land, buildings and structures, including but not limited to schools, hospitals and communit y recreation facilities, for 
the provision of programs and services provided or subsidized by a government  or other body, such as social assistance, recreation, police and fire 
protection, health, child care and educational programs, including elementary, secondary, post-secondary, longterm care services, and cultural service.
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be integrated with planning for sewage and water services. 
These systems should be optimized, retrofitted as appropriate, feasible and financially viable over their full life 
cycle. Regrading stormwater, planning authorities should: 
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Natural heritage system: means a system made up of natural heritage features and areas, and linkages intended to provide conn ectivity (at the regional 
or site level) and support natural processes which are necessary to maintain biological and geological di versity, natural functions, viable populations of 
indigenous species, and ecosystems. These systems can include natural heritage features and areas, federal and provincial par ks and conservation 
reserves, other natural heritage features, lands that have been restored or have the potential to be restored to a natural state, areas that support 
hydrologic functions, and working landscapes that enable ecological functions to continue.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hazardous lands: means property or lands that could be unsafe for development due to naturally occurring processes. Along the  shorelines of the 
Great Lakes - St. Lawrence River System, this means the land, including that covered by water, between the international boundary, where applicable, 
and the furthest landward limit of the flooding hazard, erosion hazard or dynamic beach hazard limits. Along the shorelines o f large inland lakes, this 
means the land, including that covered by water, between a defined offshore distance or depth and the furthest landward limit of the flooding hazard, 
erosion hazard or dynamic beach hazard limits. Along river, stream and small inland lake systems, this means the land, includ ing that covered by water, 
to the furthest landward limit of the flooding hazard or erosion hazard limits.

Hazardous sites: means property or lands that could be unsafe for development and site alteration due to naturally occurring hazards. These may 
include unstable soils (sensitive marine clays [leda], organic soils) or unstable bedrock (karst topography).
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y’s official plan are those that guide compatible land use 
(e.g. residential, commercial, industrial, institutional, etc.), housing, the natural heritage system and natural 
hazards, economic development, cultural heritage resources, and process and implementation. The current 
Official Plan includes policies regarding each of these topics.  
 
Since its adoption in 2010, Hawkesbury has undertaken amendments to the Official Plan. Amendments include: 
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In 2024, the Town initiated a process to prepare a new Official Plan. Hawkesbury 2046 is intended to realize that 
initiative resulting in a Plan that considers the current Provincial and UCRP policies directing land use 
development and the evolving vision for Hawkesbury and incorporates the pervious Official Plan Amendments.  
 
In preparing this Background Report, the current Official Plan was reviewed against the requirements needed to 
comply with the Planning Act, Provincial Planning Statement and UCPR Official Plan. Other reports were similarly 
considered, and Appendix 1 contains a table comparing the existing Official Plan to what should be included in 
the new Official Plan. The table will form the basis for drafting the new Official Plan, ensuring that what is 
ultimately adopted not only represents the vision of Hawkesbury until 2046, but also addresses any legislative 
requirements. 
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Year UCPR 
Projected 
Population  

2024   106,620  

2032   116,889  

2046   132,944  

This represents the same proportion of UCPR’s population that Hawkesbury accounted for in 2021.
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